Food to Flowers!
Kick-off Ideas
Here are a few ideas your school may want to consider to kick-off Food to Flowers in your school.  For questions, help or more info please contact:


Lisa Meucci, Meucci Consulting, (360) 319-0517


meucciconsulting@comcast.net


Rodd Pemble, Recycling Mgr., SSC (360) 734-3490


rodd@ssc-inc.com

Promotional Ideas

· Kick-off the program to students at an all-school morning gathering or during morning announcements.  Ricky Raccoon, the recycling mascot, is available to help promote the program.  Contact ReSources at 733-8307.
· Schedule an in-class presentation by ReSources.  Contact ReSources at 733-8307.
Note: Presentations may already be scheduled for your school.
· Work with your school librarian and set up a display in your school’s library – display a poster, flyers and selected books on waste, recycling, composting, biodegradable materials, gardening, etc. (see Teacher Resource list for books and videos available at the Bellingham Public Library).
· Work with your school’s PTA.  Ask them to support the program by including information in their newsletter.  Take photographs during kick-off week and include in the next newsletter, your yearbook or for use on a bulletin board.
· Have students draw pictures or write poems or stories about the benefits of composting and taking care of our planet.  Display in common areas.
· Decorate a common area bulletin board with composting and recycling as the theme.  Show items that are compostable and items that are not (use cut outs from magazines or have kids draw pictures of items). Or make an info bulletin board that includes some Q& A and includes posters, flyers, tips for low-waste and compost-friendly lunches.  Highlight other environment-friendly practices happening at your school (paper recycling, energy and water conservation, use of low-toxic cleaners, alternative transportation, etc.).

· Encourage all school staff to participate in the program by separating their compostables from waste, or to consider visiting kids in the cafeteria once during the kick-off week.  Invite parents to come have lunch with their child sometime those first couple of weeks to show support for the program.
· Make up a song, chant, skit or game about composting and sing it, say it, perform it or play it in your class or for your school.
· Plan a field trip to Green Earth Technology in Lynden to see where the Food to Flowers! material is going and how it is made into compost.  To schedule a tour, contact Stephanie Harvey at 360-354-4936.

· In the spring, start an on-site school compost pile (use yardwaste only to avoid attracting critters).  Or borrow a worm bin to study composting.  Ask families in your school that backyard compost or have a worm bin to help.  Or call Joyce Jimerson, Master Composter/Recycler Program Manager, 360-676-6736.

· Or consider an on-site school garden.  Complete the recycling loop by using compost from GET in school flower beds or creating a school garden for kids to learn about how things grow and where our food comes from.  See website listings on staff resource sheet.
These are just a few ideas – use what works for your school and don’t hesitate to contact us if you need help or want more information!  
Thank you for composting!
